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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

I . This office action is in response to the amendment filed on 08/26/09. Claims 1-3, 

II, 16-17 and 19-20 have been amended. Claims 4-5 have been cancelled. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, with respect to the rejection of claim 1 1 , filed 08/26/09 
have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. Applicant argues that SDMI 
Amendment 3 does not disclose or suggest, for SDMI-unprotected content, detecting a 
value of only a predetermined copy control information portion indicative of one type of 
copy control, without recognizing all of the types of copy control (Remarks, page 13). 
SDMI Amendment 3 discloses that if the audio content is not SDMI-protected content, 
(i) detect whether CCI (Copy Control Information) bits are embedded in the content as 
the Verance audio watermark; and (ii) if the CCI bits exist and are set to "no more 
copies" corresponding to value (1,1), the content will be rejected. Although SDMI 
Amendment 3 does not explicitly disclose that the CCI bits indicative of "no more copy" 
state is a portion of copy control information indicative of plural types of copy control, 
this feature is inherent to Verance audio watermark for SDMI technology (i.e., CCI 
comprises 4 bits and the two most significant bits are copy status bits indicative of three 
types of copy control). A new ground of rejection is made for claims 11-14 based on a 
different interpretation of the SDMI Amendment 3 reference. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 11-14, 17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by SDMI Amendment 3. 

5. Regarding claims 11-14, 17 and 20, SDMI Amendment 3 discloses an SDMI- 
compliant playback apparatus which executes playback control utilizing copy control 
information, comprising: an electronic watermark detection section which does not 
detect said copy control information out of an SDMI-protected content recorded by an 
SD apparatus complying with an SDMI control method when said content is to be 
played back, but when an SDMI-unprotected content, which is a content other than said 
SDMI-protected content, is to be played back, detects a value indicative of one type of 
copy control, without recognizing all of the types of copy control, out of said content over 
which an electronic watermark expressing said copy control information is 
superimposed; and a playback section which plays back said content when playback of 
said SDMI-protected content is desired, and plays back said content in accordance with 
a detection result obtained by said electronic watermark detection section when 
playback of said SDMI-unprotected content is desired (i.e., if the content is not SDMI- 
protected content, (i) detect whether CCI (Copy Control Information) bits are embedded 
in the content as the Verance audio watermark; and (ii) if the CCI bits exist and are set 
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to "no more copies" corresponding to value (1,1), the content will be rejected). Although 
SDMI Amendment 3 does not explicitly disclose that the CCI bits indicative of "no more 
copy" state is a portion of copy control information indicative of plural types of copy 
control, this feature is inherent to Verance audio watermark for SDMI technology (i.e., 
CCI comprises 4 bits and the two most significant bits are copy status bits indicative of 
three types of copy control). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1-3, 6-7, 15-16, 18-19 and 21 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 



applicant's 


disclosure. 




U.S. 


Patent No. 


7,454,621 to Maes et al. 


U.S. 


Patent No. 


7,340,152 to Talstraetal. 


U.S. 


Patent No. 


7,280,661 to Sako et al. 


U.S. 


Patent No. 


7,224,819 to Levyet al. 
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Patent No. 


7,050,604 to Fujihara et al. 



"4C 12 Bit Watermark Specification" 

Winograd, "Audio Watermarking Technologies for Protection of Digital Audio and 

Video" 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MINH DINH whose telephone number is (571 )272-3802. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 09:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Minh Dinh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2432 
12/22/09 



